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Shaw Industries, which is based in Dalton, Georgia, is the nation's leading textile manufacturer and the
world's largest producer of carpets. This history focuses on the evolution of Shaw's business strategy and its
adaptations to changing economic conditions. Randall L. Patton chronicles Shaw's rise to dominance by
drawing on corporate records, industry data, and interviews with Shaw employees and management,
including Robert E. Shaw, the only CEO the company has known in its more than thirty years.

Patton situates Shaw within both the overall context of Sunbelt economic development and the unique
circumstances behind the success of the tufted carpet industry in northwest Georgia. After surveying the state
of the carpet industry nationwide at the end of World War 11, Patton then tells the Shaw story from the boom
years of 1955-1973, through the transitional decade of 1973-1982, the consolidation phase of the 1980s and
early 1990s, and the "new economy" of the mid- to late 1990s. Throughout, Patton shows, Shaw's drive has
always been toward vertical integration--controlling the outside forces that could affect its bottom line. He
tells, for instance, how Shaw built its own trucking fleet and became its own yarn supplier, all to the
company's advantage. He also relates less successful ventures, most notably Shaw's attempt at direct
retailing.

The picture emerges of acompany proud of itsimage as a steady and profitable business surviving in a
competitive industry. Patton traces the history of Shaw Industries from its start as a family-owned operation
through its growth into a multinational corporation that recently joined Warren Buffett's holding company,
Berkshire-Hathaway. The Shaw saga has much to tell us about the continuing vitality of "old economy"
manufacturers.
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From reader reviews:
Betty Castaneda:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhileis reading. Sure,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Shaw Industries: A History book as beginning and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Nancy Dabney:

This book untitled Shaw Industries: A History to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the
book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you
to past this book from your list.

Maria Levine

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Shaw Industries: A History why because
the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Terry Burrows:

With this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. Among the booksin the
top collection in your reading list will be Shaw Industries: A History. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this book you
can get many advantages.
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