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The administration of initiation rites by an ecstatic specialist, now known to western scholarship by the
general designation of ‘shaman’, has proven to be one of humanity’s oldest, most widespread, and
continuous magico-religious traditions. At the heart of their initiatory rituals lay an ordeal — a metaphysical
journey - amost ubiquitously brought on by the effects of alife-changing hallucinogenic drug experience.
To guide their initiates, these shaman worked with a repertoire of locally acquired instruments, costumes,
dances, and ecstasy-inducing substances. Among past Mediterranean cultures, Semitic and Indo-European,
these sorts of initiation rites were vital to society’s spiritual well-being. It was, however, the mystery schools
of antiquity — organizations founded upon conserving the secrets of plant-lore, astrology, theurgy and
mystical philosophy —which satisfied the role of the shaman in Greco-Roman society. Therites they
delivered to the common man were aform of ritualized ecstasy and they provided an orderly context for
religiously-oriented intoxication.

In the eastern Mediterranean, these ecstatic cults were most often held in honour of a great mother goddess
and her perennially dying-and-rising consort. The goddess' religious dramas enacted in cultic ritual stressed
the importance of fasting, drumming, trance-inducing music, self-mutilation, and a non-alcoholic ritual
intoxication. Far and wide the dying consort worshiped by these cults was a god of vegetation, ecstasy,
revelation, and salvation; by ingesting his body initiates underwent a profound mystical experience. From
what limited information has survived from antiquity, it appears that the rites practiced in the eastern mystery
cults were in essence traditional shamanic ordeals remodeled to suit the psychological needs of
Mediterranean civilization’s marginalized people. This book argues then that the myths of this vegetable
god, so-caled ‘the Divine Bridegroom,” particularly in manifestation of the so-called "Phrygian” Attis and
the "Greek" Dionysus, is deeply rooted in the life-cycle, cultivation, treatment, consumption of atree-born
hallucinogenic mushroom, Amanita muscaria. The use of this mushroom is alive and well today among
Finno-Ugric shaman and this paper explores their practices as one branch of Eurasian shamanism running
paralel to, abeit in adifferent time, the rites of the Phrygian goddess. Using extant literary and linguistic
evidence, these initiatory cults long-assimilated into post-agricultural Mediterranean civilization are
compared with the hallucinogen-wielding shaman of the Russian steppe, emphasizing them both as facets of
asingle prehistoric and pan-human magico-religious archetype.
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From reader reviews:
I nes Patter son:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Shamanism and the
Mysteries: A Brief History of the Cult of Ecstasy book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Frank Wimmer:

Here thing why this specific Shamanism and the Mysteries: A Brief History of the Cult of Ecstasy are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through abook is good but it really dependsin the
content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Shamanism and the Mysteries; A Brief
History of the Cult of Ecstasy giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Shamanism and the Mysteries. A Brief History of the
Cult of Ecstasy. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere likein
park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficultiesin bringing
the paper book maybe the form of Shamanism and the Mysteries: A Brief History of the Cult of Ecstasy in e-
book can be your option.

Gary Carter:

Now aday those who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Shamanism and the Mysteries:

A Brief History of the Cult of Ecstasy book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Stephany Garcia:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extratime or they will get lot
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely
sure. Peopleis human not really arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read will be Shamanism and the Mysteries. A Brief History of the Cult of Ecstasy.
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