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"...promises to unlock the mysteries of modern opening play and as usual Watson is great in explaining the
fundamentals and the basic ideas." - GM Lubomir Kavalek, Washington Post

For many chess-players, opening study is sheer hard work. It is difficult to know what is important and what
is not, and when specific knowledge is vital, or when a more general understanding is sufficient. Tragically
often, once the opening is over, a player won't know what plan to follow, or even understand why his pieces
are on the squares on which they sit.

John Watson seeks to help chess-players achieve a more holistic and insightful view of the openings. In his
previous books on chess strategy, "Secrets of Modern Chess Strategy" and "Chess Strategy in Action", he
explained vital concepts that characterize modern chess. Moreover, he did so in ways that have enabled these
ideas to be understood by club players. Here he does likewise for the openings, proceeding from the
fundamental ideas that apply to all openings to more advanced concepts that are essential for substantial
improvement.

"If you are a young chess player who wishes to learn the openings in a proper way, you will give yourself a
big boost toward developing into the strong player you want to be by studying this book." - Pete Tamburro,
Chess Life

In this major four-volume work, Watson explains not only the ideas and strategies behind specific openings,
but also the interconnections of chess openings taken as a whole. By presenting the common threads that
underlie opening play, Watson provides a permanent basis for playing openings of any type.

"The publication of this series is a bellwether event in chess publishing, and all players should avail
themselves of the opportunity to read these books." - Mark Donlan, Chess Horizons

International Master John Watson is one of the world's most respected writers on chess. His groundbreaking
four-volume work on the English Opening firmly established his reputation in the 1980s, and he has
produced a string of top-quality works since. In 1999, "Secrets of Modern Chess Strategy", Watson's first
book for Gambit, won the British Chess Federation Book of the Year Award and the United States Chess
Federation Fred Cramer Award for Best Book. His former pupils include the 1997 World Junior Champion,
Tal Shaked.

"This is a book that belongs in every chess library. Highly Recommended." - IM John Donaldson, US Team
Captain

"To say that these books are about opening strategies or opening theory would be a disservice to the
importance of the material covered in them. ... I found his chosen examples excellent and his commentary
instructive and very enlightening. ... His discussions of pawn structures and their interconnected strategies
are worth the price of both books. ... The books convey an understanding of the opening that even
specialized opening works do not provide." - Carsten Hansen, www.chesscafe.com
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wren:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Mastering the Chess Openings Volume 1 book
because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ted Bryant:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Mastering the Chess Openings Volume 1 this e-book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when
he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Melanie Pemberton:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
Mastering the Chess Openings Volume 1 which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Jean Proffitt:

You will get this Mastering the Chess Openings Volume 1 by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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