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In this broad-ranging inquiry into ritual and its relation to place, Jonathan Z. Smith prepares the way for a
new approach to the comparative study of religion.

Smith stresses the importance of place—in particular, constructed ritual environments—to a proper
understanding of the ways in which "empty" actions become rituals. He structures his argument around the
territories of the Tjilpa aborigines in Australia and two sites in Jerusalem—the temple envisioned by Ezekiel
and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The first of these locales—the focus of one of the more important
contemporary theories of religious ritual—allows Smith to raise questions concerning the enterprise of
comparison. His close examination of Eliade's influential interpretation of the Tjilpa tradition leads to a
powerful critique of the approach to religion, myth, and ritual that begins with cosmology and the category
of "The Sacred."

In substance and in method, To Take Place represents a significant advance toward a theory of ritual. It is of
great value not only to historians of religion and students of ritual, but to all, whether social scientists or
humanists, who are concerned with the nature of place.

"This book is extraordinarily stimulating in prompting one to think about the ways in which space, or place,
is perceived, marked, and utilized religiously. . . . A provocative example of the application of humanistic
geography to our understanding of what takes place in religion."—Dale Goldsmith, Interpretation
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From reader reviews:

Charles Shin:

To Take Place: Toward Theory in Ritual (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism) can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing To Take Place: Toward Theory in Ritual (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism)
yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial considering.

Debra Heffner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this To Take Place: Toward Theory in Ritual
(Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question To Take Place: Toward Theory in Ritual (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism) as good book
not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its
protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

John Lyons:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is To Take Place: Toward Theory in Ritual (Chicago Studies in the
History of Judaism) this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Timothy Wrobel:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as
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well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this To Take Place: Toward Theory in Ritual (Chicago Studies
in the History of Judaism) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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