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The Way of Improvement Leads Home traces the short but fascinating life of Philip Vickers Fithian, one of
the most prolific diarists in early America. Born to Presbyterian grain-growers in rural New Jersey, he was
never quite satisfied with the agricultural life he seemed destined to inherit. Fithian longed for something
more—to improve himself in a revolutionary world that was making upward mobility possible. While
Fithian is best known for the diary that he wrote in 1773-74 while working as a tutor at Nomini Hall, the
Virginia plantation of Robert Carter, this first full biography moves beyond his experience in the Old
Dominion to examine his inner life, his experience in the early American backcountry, his love affair with
Elizabeth Beatty, and his role as a Revolutionary War chaplain.

From the villages of New Jersey, Fithian was able to participate indirectly in the eighteenth-century republic
of letters—a transatlantic intellectual community sustained through sociability, print, and the pursuit of
mutual improvement. The republic of letters was above all else a rational republic, with little tolerance for
those unable to rid themselves of parochial passions. Participation required a commitment to self-
improvement that demanded a belief in the Enlightenment values of human potential and social progress.
Although Fithian was deeply committed to these values, he constantly struggled to reconcile his quest for a
cosmopolitan life with his love of home. As John Fea argues, it was the people, the religious culture, and the
very landscape of his "native sod" that continued to hold Fithian's affections and enabled him to live a life
worthy of a man of letters.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers
Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) seemed to be making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in
Early America (Early American Studies) is not only giving you much more new information but also to get
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship with all the book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the
Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies). You never sense lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Delores Moretti:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early
America (Early American Studies).

Lashunda McCloud:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Way of Improvement Leads Home:
Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) is simple to
create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Donnie Ned:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment
in Early America (Early American Studies) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
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people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip
Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies). You can more
inviting than now.
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