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Occupying much of imperial China’s Yangzi River heartland and costing more than twenty million lives, the
Taiping Rebellion (1851-64) was no ordinary peasant revolt. What most distinguished this dramatic upheaval
from earlier rebellions were the spiritual beliefs of the rebels. The core of the Taiping faith focused on the
belief that Shangdi, the high God of classical China, had chosen the Taiping leader, Hong Xiuquan, to
establish his Heavenly Kingdom on Earth.

How were the Taiping rebels, professing this new creed, able to mount their rebellion and recruit multitudes
of followers in their sweep through the empire? Thomas Reilly argues that the Taiping faith, although
kindled by Protestant sources, developed into a dynamic new Chinese religion whose conception of its
sovereign deity challenged the legitimacy of the Chinese empire. The Taiping rebels denounced the divine
pretensions of the imperial title and the sacred character of the imperial office as blasphemous usurpations of
Shangdi’s title and position. In place of the imperial institution, the rebels called for restoration of the
classical system of kingship. Previous rebellions had declared their contemporary dynasties corrupt and
therefore in need of revival; the Taiping, by contrast, branded the entire imperial order blasphemous and in
need of replacement.

In this study, Reilly emphasizes the Christian elements of the Taiping faith, showing how Protestant
missionaries built on earlier Catholic efforts to translate Christianity into a Chinese idiom. Prior studies of
the rebellion have failed to appreciate how Hong Xiuquan’s interpretation of Christianity connected the
Taiping faith to an imperial Chinese cultural and religious context. The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom shows
how the Bible--in particular, a Chinese translation of the Old Testament--profoundly influenced Hong and
his followers, leading them to understand the first three of the Ten Commandments as an indictment of the
imperial order. The rebels thus sought to destroy imperial culture along with its institutions and Confucian
underpinnings, all of which they regarded as blasphemous. Strongly iconoclastic, the Taiping followers
smashed religious statues and imperially approved icons throughout the lands they conquered. By such
actions the Taiping Rebellion transformed--at least for its followers but to some extent for all Chinese--how
Chinese people thought about religion, the imperial title and office, and the entire traditional imperial and
Confucian order.

This book makes a major contribution to the study of the Taiping Rebellion and to our understanding of the
ideology of both the rebels and the traditional imperial order they opposed. It will appeal to scholars in the
fields of Chinese history, religion, and culture and of Christian theology and church history.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Joyner:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire (China Program Books) book as basic and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

William Butcher:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire (China Program Books) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire (China Program Books)is the main one of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world with this book.

Michael Walsh:

The reserve untitled The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire (China
Program Books) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire (China Program Books) from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Hoyt Adkins:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the
Blasphemy of Empire (China Program Books) can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So
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, why hesitate? Let me have The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom: Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire
(China Program Books).
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