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Whether for big budget films and game productions or lower budget TV and Internet content, creating
flexible and believable character rigs is an essential skill required to bring any 3D animation to life. As the
leading software used for cutting-edge animation, Maya has an established rigging toolset for creating
realistic character controls. Traditionally, however, the process of manually building custom rigs in the
software interface has been time-consuming and expensive for those who want to produce high-quality 3D
characters. Now for the first time and from the author of the best-seller, Maya Character Creation, comes an
in-depth guide on how the pros are using MEL (Maya Embedded Language) scripting to streamline and
automate the rigging process. With MEL Scripting a Character Rig in Maya, you’ll learn how you can build
custom character rigs in a matter of seconds, as opposed to days or weeks.

In this detailed guide, you’ll learn:

• The techniques used to build a complex character rig in the software interface, followed by instructions for
writing the equivalent MEL code for scripting the entire process.
• Fundamental concepts of creating animation controls in Maya, from the basics of creating, editing, and
binding skeletons, to more complex rigs with controls that employ spline IK and channel connections.
• Important coding techniques such as using conditional statements, loops, variables, and procedures.
• How to create a character animation GUI (Graphical User Interface) that makes animating the character
easy and fast.
• Important skills for building rigs using numerous hands-on exercises, all code examples and Maya files
available on the companion Web site.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ostby:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled MEL Scripting a
Character Rig in Maya? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Joshua Montgomery:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This MEL Scripting a Character Rig in Maya book is readable by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of MEL Scripting a
Character Rig in Maya content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to
thinking MEL Scripting a Character Rig in Maya is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

William Wood:

This MEL Scripting a Character Rig in Maya is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this MEL Scripting a Character Rig in Maya
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone.
These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Jamie Norman:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book MEL Scripting a Character Rig in Maya
was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book MEL Scripting a Character
Rig in Maya has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to
be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading that will.
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