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This is a major reinterpretation of ancient philosophy that recovers the long Greek and Roman tradition of
philosophy as a complete way of life--and not simply an intellectual discipline. Distinguished philosopher
John Cooper traces how, for many ancient thinkers, philosophy was not just to be studied or even used to
solve particular practical problems. Rather, philosophy--not just ethics but even logic and physical theory--
was literally to be lived. Yet there was great disagreement about how to live philosophically: philosophy was
not one but many, mutually opposed, ways of life. Examining this tradition from its establishment by
Socrates in the fifth century BCE through Plotinus in the third century CE and the eclipse of pagan
philosophy by Christianity, Pursuits of Wisdom examines six central philosophies of living--Socratic,
Aristotelian, Stoic, Epicurean, Skeptic, and the Platonist life of late antiquity.

The book describes the shared assumptions that allowed these thinkers to conceive of their philosophies as
ways of life, as well as the distinctive ideas that led them to widely different conclusions about the best
human life. Clearing up many common misperceptions and simplifications, Cooper explains in detail the
Socratic devotion to philosophical discussion about human nature, human life, and human good; the
Aristotelian focus on the true place of humans within the total system of the natural world; the Stoic
commitment to dutifully accepting Zeus's plans; the Epicurean pursuit of pleasure through tranquil activities
that exercise perception, thought, and feeling; the Skeptical eschewal of all critical reasoning in forming their
beliefs; and, finally, the late Platonist emphasis on spiritual concerns and the eternal realm of Being.

Pursuits of Wisdom is essential reading for anyone interested in understanding what the great philosophers of
antiquity thought was the true purpose of philosophy--and of life.
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From reader reviews:

John Silverstein:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in
Ancient Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or suited book with you?

Kurt Rose:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of
Life in Ancient Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus. All type of book could you see on many options. You
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Eric Reynolds:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in Ancient Philosophy from
Socrates to Plotinus book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer connected with Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in Ancient
Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in Ancient Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Abigail Shelton:

This Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in Ancient Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus are reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life
in Ancient Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that probably will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in
Ancient Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,

PDF File: Pursuits of Wisdom: Six Ways of Life in Ancient Philosophy from Socrates to Plotinus... 3



giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.
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