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This book is the only existing biography of Pope Benedict XVI, born Joseph Aloysius Ratzinger on April 16,
1927, in southern Bavaria. Comprehensive in scope and intimate in content, it provides a vivid blow-by-blow
of the controversies that have wracked the Catholic Church during the past twenty years: Liberation
theology, birth control, women's ordination, inclusive language, "radical feminism," homosexuality, religious
pluralism, human rights in the church, and the roles of bishops and theologians.

One man has stood at the dead center of all these controversial issues: Joseph Ratzinger. A teenage American
POW as the Third Reich crumbled and a progressive wunderkind at the Second Vatican Council, Ratzinger,
for twenty years, has been head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (until 1908 known as the
Sacred Congregation of the Roman and Universal Inquisition, or Holy Office). The book goes a long way
toward explaining the central enigma surrounding Ratzinger: How did this erstwhile liberal end up as the
chief architect of the third great wave of repression in Catholic theology in the twentieth century?

Based on extensive interviews with Ratzinger's students and colleagues, as well as research in archives in
both Bavaria and the United States, Allen's account shows that Ratzinger's deep suspicion of "the world," his
preoccupation with human sinfulness, and his demand for rock-solid loyalty to the church run deep. They
reach into his childhood "in the shadow of the Nazis" and reflect his formative theological influences:
Augustine, Bonaventure, and Martin Luther rather than the world-affirming Thomas Aquinas. In his words,
Ratzinger affirms that "What the church needs today as always are not adulators to extol the status quo, but
men whose humility and obedience are not less than their passion for the truth; . . .men who love the church
more than the ease and the unruffled course of their personal destiny."-Joseph Ratzinger (1962)>
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From reader reviews:

Ian Gardner:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of Joseph
Ratzinger had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of Joseph
Ratzinger is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the
book Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of Joseph Ratzinger. You never sense lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Elizabeth Murphy:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of Joseph
Ratzinger book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Robert Marques:

The publication with title Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of Joseph Ratzinger includes a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Mary Larrick:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of Joseph Ratzinger
why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.
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