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Jennifer Wunder makes a strong case for the importance of hermeticism and the secret societiesto an
understanding of John Keats's poetry and his speculations about religious and philosophical questions.
Although secret societies exercised enormous cultura influence during the late el ghteenth and early
nineteenth centuries, they have received little attention from Romantic scholars. And yet, information about
the societies permeated all aspects of Romantic culture. Groups such as the Rosicrucians and the Freemasons
fascinated the reading public, and the market was flooded with articles, pamphlets, and books that discussed
the societies's goals and hermetic philosophies, debated their influence, and drew on their mythol ogies for
literary inspiration. Wunder recovers the common knowledge about the societies and offers readers afirst
look at the role they played in the writings of Romantic authorsin general and Keats in particular. She argues
that Keats was aware of the information available about the secret societies and employed hermetic
terminology and imagery associated with these groups throughout his career. As she traces the influence of
these secret societies on Keats's poetry and letters, she offers readers a new perspective not only on Keats's
writings but also on scholarship treating his religious and philosophical beliefs. While scholars have tended
either to consider Keats's aesthetic and religious speculations on their own terms or to adopt a more historical
approach that rejects an emphasis on the spiritual for amaterialist interpretation, Wunder offers usamiddle
way. Restoring Keats to a milieu characterized by simultaneously worldly and mythological propensities, she
helpsto explain if not fully reconcile the insights of both camps.
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From reader reviews:
Shawn Croll:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot of new details.
When you read areserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Keats,
Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century), you can tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Jean Spence:

The e-book with title Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century) contains a lot
of information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Michael Patter son:

People livein this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret Societies (The Nineteenth Century).

Floyd Brown:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usualy Keats, Hermeticism, and the Secret
Societies (The Nineteenth Century) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well
as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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