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Punctuated with remarkable case studies, this book explores extraordinary encounters between
hermaphrodites--people born with "ambiguous’ sexual anatomy--and the medical and scientific professionals
who grappled with them. Alice Dreger focuses on events in France and Britain in the late nineteenth century,
amoment of great tension for questions of sex roles. While feminists, homosexuals, and anthropol ogical
explorers openly questioned the natures and purposes of the two sexes, anatomical hermaphrodites suggested
a deeper question: just how many human sexes are there? Ultimately hermaphrodites led doctors and
scientists to another surprisingly difficult question: what is sex, really?

Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex takes us inside the doctors chambers to see how and why
medical and scientific men constructed sex, gender, and sexuality as they did, and especialy how the
material conformation of hermaphroditic bodies--when combined with social exigencies--forced peculiar
constructions. Throughout the book Dreger indicates how this history can help usto understand present-day
conceptualizations of sex, gender, and sexuality. This leads to an epilogue, where the author discusses and
guestions the protocols employed today in the trestment of intersexuals (people born hermaphroditic). Given
the history she has recounted, should these protocols be reconsidered and revised?

A meticulously researched account of afascinating problem in the history of medicine, this book will compel
the attention of historians, physicians, medical ethicists, intersexuals themselves, and anyone interested in the
meanings and foundations of sexual identity.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their habby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex.

Agnes Shivers:

The book Hermaphraodites and the Medical Invention of Sex can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Hermaphrodites and the Medical
Invention of Sex? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Hermaphrodites
and the Medical Invention of Sex has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Arthur Mead:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Hermaphrodites and
the Medical Invention of Sex iskind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Patrick Leon:

This Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex can be one of many
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person
with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Hermaphrodites and the Medical Invention of Sex giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So, let's
haveit and revel in reading.
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