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Within the picturesque borders of Jefferson County, West Virginia remain the vestiges of a history filled
with Civil War battles and political rebellion. Yet also woven into the historical landscapeof this small
county nestled within the Shenandoah Valley is an unusual collection of historic homes. 
 
In this fascinating architectural exploration, John C. Allen, Jr. details his expansive seven-year survey of
Jefferson County’s historic residences. By focusing on dwellings built from the mid-eighteenth century to the
arrival of the railroad and canal in 1835, Allen unfolds the unique story of this area’s early building traditions
and architectural innovations. The 250 buildings included in this work—from the plantation homes of the
Washington family to the log houses of yeomen farmers—reveal the unique development of this region, as
Allen categorizes structures and establishes patterns of construction, plan, and style.

Allen’s refreshing perspective illuminates the vibrant vernacular architecture of Jefferson County,
connecting the housing of this area to the rich history of the Shenandoah Valley. Varying features of house
siting, plan types, construction techniques, building materials, outbuildings, and exterior and interior
detailing illustrate the blending of German, Scots-Irish, English, and African cultures into a distinct, regional
style.
 
Adorned with over seven hundred stylish photographs by Walter Smalling and elegant drawings, floor plans,
and maps by Andrew Lewis, Uncommon Vernacular explores and preserves this historic area’s rich
architectural heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Uncommon Vernacular: The Early Houses of Jefferson County, West Virginia, 1735-1835.

Sonia Shipley:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Uncommon
Vernacular: The Early Houses of Jefferson County, West Virginia, 1735-1835, you may enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Omar Carter:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Uncommon Vernacular: The Early Houses of Jefferson County, West Virginia, 1735-1835
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Rachel Cady:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Uncommon Vernacular: The Early Houses of Jefferson County, West Virginia,
1735-1835 was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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