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On December 7, 1941, a Japanese suicide squadron attacked Pearl Harbor, marking the beginning of the
Pacific War against Japan in all fronts. After this event, the U.S. and its military engaged in an unforgiving
and furious campaign against Japan, which reached Mexico and hundreds of Mexican citizens. This
offensive took place gradually and systematically in the Mexican Republic. Japanese immigrants—and their
(Mexican) descendants in Mexico—suffered, as in the United States, the consequences of World War II in
various ignominious ways: some families were sent to concentration camps in Mexico City and Guadalajara,
while others were destroyed by the selective detention of hundreds of men in the Perote Prison, the forced
sale of their property, and deportation. This book gives a partial account of the history and reprehensible
treatment of the Japanese-Mexican community during World War II in Mexico. The task of narrating this
story is so complex that it is necessary to incorporate interviews, legal documents, police reports, memoirs,
poems, and short stories. All names have been changed, and while some situations are fictional, others are
told in the first person by those affected to give the reader a human dimension. The documents that served as
the basis for this book can be found at the General Archives of the Nation of Mexico and the National
Archives of the United States. However, oral histories are the cornerstone of this text. This story is also the
work of Fidelia Takaki de Noriega, Eva Watanabe Matsuo, Rodolfo Nakamura Ortiz, the Tanaka Otsuko
family, Raúl Hiromoto Yoshino, María Fujigaki Lechuga, and Susana Kobashi Sánchez, as well as the
officials of various government departments who wrote the reports, memos, and certificates that appear in
this volume. “A moving story inserted with primary documents that challenge the official discourse through
a chorus of voices that interweave in the life and death of the Japanese-Mexican community, especially its
women. Images, poetry, and words disseminate a unique story.” –Lourdes Vázquez, author of Not Myself
Without You "In Silent Herons, Selfa Chew offers us a beautiful, polyphonic testimony, and strikes a
balance, thanks to her art, among her own invention, documents, and oral histories. Based on true events, but
it doesn't allow itself to be overwhelmed by them, nor does it seek to be a mere reconstruction of the past.
The materials have been placed in their places: they are seamlessly intertwined." –Daniel Orizaga, author of
Minuta: ensayos sobre literatura "Selfa Chew searches holiday resorts that were jails for the remains of
reality. Silent Herons is a complex work for its literary originality expressed in artistic form and language,
and for the weight of events of more than fifty years ago that have rarely been examined." –Minerva
Laveaga, executive director of BorderSenses "Selfa Chew discovers and disseminates the history of the
Japanese-Mexican community that has been erased from national historiography in order to fill the empty
spaces of our history and reveal the partiality of hegemonic discourses and artifices." –Guadalupe Pérez-
Anzaldo, University of Missouri
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Justice:

The book Silent Herons make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make studying a book Silent Herons to become your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Silent Herons. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Dolores Crook:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Silent Herons that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Silent Herons become your own starter.

Jessica Adkins:

This Silent Herons is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Silent Herons can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Christina Bales:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Silent Herons to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Silent Herons can to be
your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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