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In Houston, as in the rest of the American South up until the 1950s, the police force reflected and enforced
the segregation of the larger society. When the nation began to change in the 1950s and 1960s, this guardian
of the status quo had to change, too. It was not designed to do so easily.

Dwight Watson traces how the Houston Police Department reacted to social, political, and institutional
change over afifty-year period—and specifically, how it responded to and in turn influenced racial change.

Using police records as well as contemporary accounts, Watson astutely analyzes the escalating strains
between the police and segments of the city’ s black population in the 1967 policeriot at Texas Southern
University and the 1971 violence that became known as the Dowling Street Shoot-Out. The police reacted to
these events and to daily challenges by hardening its resolve to impose its will on the minority community.

By 1977, the events surrounding the beating and drowning of Jose Campos Torres while in police custody
prompted one writer to label the HPD the “meanest police in America.” This event encouraged Houston's
growing Mexican American community to unite with blacks in seeking to curb police autonomy and
brutality.

Watson’ s study demonstrates vividly how race complicated the internal impulses for change and gave way
through time to external pressures—including the Civil Rights Movement, modernization, annexations, and
court-ordered redistricting—for institutional changes within the department. His work illuminates not only
the role of a southern police department in racial change but also the internal dynamics of changein an
organization designed to protect the status quo.
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From reader reviews:
April Little:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which isinside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstabl e resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930-
1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A& M
University) as your daily resource information.

L ois M aestas;

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Race and the
Houston Police Department, 1930-1990: A Change Did Come (Centennia Series of the Association of
Former Students, Texas A& M University) suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in
this era. The book untitled Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930-1990: A Change Did Come
(Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University)is the main of several
books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
reserve. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Charles Bock:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930-
1990: A Change Did Come (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M
University) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your
extratime by reading in this completely new erais common not anerd activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?

Joy Becker:

As astudent exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or read
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
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colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930-1990: A Change
Did Come (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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