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Oil and water, and the science and technology used to harness them, have long been at the heart of political
authority in Saudi Arabia. Oil’ s abundance, and the fantastic wealth it generated, has been a keystone in the
political primacy of the kingdom'’s ruling family. The other bedrock element was water, whose importance
was measured by its dearth. Over much of the twentieth century, it was through efforts to control and
manage oil and water that the modern state of Saudi Arabia emerged.

The central government’s power over water, space, and people expanded steadily over time, enabled by
increasing oil revenues. The operations of the Arabian American Oil Company proved critical to expansion
and to achieving power over the environment. Political authority in Saudi Arabiatook shape through global
networks of ail, science, and expertise. And, where oil and water were central to the forging of Saudi
authoritarianism, they were aso instrumental in shaping politics on the ground. Nowhere was the impact
more profound than in the oil-rich Eastern Province, where the politics of oil and water led to ayearning for
national belonging and to calls for revolution.

Saudi Arabiaistraditionally viewed through the lenses of Islam, tribe, and the economics of oil. Desert
Kingdom now provides an alternative history of environmental power and the making of the modern Saudi
state. It demonstrates how vital the exploitation of nature and the roles of science and global experts were to
the consolidation of political authority in the desert.
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From reader reviews:
Jimmy Borrelli:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they are still students or the ideafor all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book Desert Kingdom: How
Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia. All type of book isit possible to see on many resources. Y ou
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Nannie Hand:

The reserve with title Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia contains alot of
information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout
new eraof the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

John Keys:

Beside this particular Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabiain your phone, it
can give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you may got here isfresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia because
this book offersto you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to missit?
Find this book and read it from at this point!

Adele Yeager:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose
the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Desert
Kingdom: How Qil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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