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The Shakers, once a radical religious sect whose members were despised and harassed by their fellow
Americans, have in recent years become celebrated--and sentimentalized--for their communal way of life,
the simplicity of their worship, their belief in celibacy, pacifism, and equality of the sexes, and not least their
superb furniture and handicrafts. This monumental book is the first general history of the Shakers from their
origins in eighteenth-century England to the present day. Drawing on written and oral testimony by Shakers
over the past two centuries, Stephen J. Stein offers a full and often revisionist account of the movement: their
charismatic leaders, the early years in revolutionary New York and New England, the expansion into the
West, the maturation and growth of the sect before the Civil War, the decline in their fortunes after the war,
the painful adjustments to society Shakers had to make during the first half of the twentieth century, the
renaissance of interest after 1950, and the "forbidden topic" within contemporary Shakerism--the conflict
between the two remaining villages at Canterbury, New Hampshire, and Sabbathday Lake, Maine. Stein
provides many new interpretations of the Shaker experience. He reassesses the role of founder Ann Lee,
emphasizes the impact of the western Shaker settlements on the course of the society's history, and describes
the variety of cultural enterprises that have obscured the religious and historical dimensions of the Shakers.
Throughout Stein places the Shaker experience within the wider context of American life and shows how the
movement has evolved to deal with changing times. Shattering the romantic myth that has been
perpetuatedabout the quaint and peaceful Shakers, Stein portrays a group that is factious, practical, and fully
human.
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From reader reviews:

Nydia Kelly:

This book untitled The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Society of Believers to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot
of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Richard Puccio:

Precisely why? Because this The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Society of
Believers is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

James Jackson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Shaker Experience
in America: A History of the United Society of Believers which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's find.

Adelina Foreman:

You will get this The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Society of Believers by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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