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A moving, vividly rendered novel from the late author of The Basketball Diaries.

When poet, musician, and diarist Jim Carroll died in September 2009, he was putting the finishing touches
on a potent work of fiction. The Petting Zoo tells the story of Billy Wolfram, an enigmatic thirty- eight-year-
old artist who has become a hot star in the late-1980s New York art scene. As the novel opens, Billy, after
viewing a show of Velázquez paintings, is so humbled and awed by their spiritual power that he suffers an
emotional breakdown and withdraws to his Chelsea loft. In seclusion, Billy searches for the divine spark in
his own work and life. Carroll's novel moves back and forth in time to present emblematic moments from
Billy's life (his Irish Catholic upbringing, his teenage escapades, his evolution as an artist and meteoric rise
to fame) and sharply etched portraits of the characters who mattered most to him, including his childhood
friend Denny MacAbee, now a famous rock musician; his mentor, the unforgettable art dealer Max
Bernbaum; and one extraordinary black bird. Marked by Carroll's sharp wit, hallucinatory imagery, and
street-smart style, The Petting Zoo is a frank, haunting examination of one artist's personal and professional
struggles.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Venable:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Petting Zoo: A Novel. All type of book
could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Alexander Snider:

Here thing why this kind of The Petting Zoo: A Novel are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. The Petting Zoo: A Novel giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Petting Zoo: A Novel. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home
by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Petting Zoo:
A Novel in e-book can be your alternate.

Ariane Swanson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Petting Zoo: A Novel as the daily resource
information.

Molly Salazar:

Beside this The Petting Zoo: A Novel in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Petting
Zoo: A Novel because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!
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