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Best known for the challenging four-opera cycle The Ring of the Nibelung, Richard Wagner (1813–83) was a
conductor, librettist, theater director, and essayist, in addition to being the composer of some of the most
enduring operatic works in history, such as The Flying Dutchman, Tannhäuser, and Tristan and Isolde.
Though his influence on the development of European music is indisputable, Wagner was also quite
outspoken on the politics and culture of his time. His ideas traveled beyond musical circles into philosophy,
literature, theater staging, and the visual arts. To befit such a dynamic figure, acclaimed biographer Martin
Geck offers here a Wagner biography unlike any other, one that strikes a unique balance between the
technical musical aspects of Wagner’s compositions and his overarching understanding of aesthetics.

Wagner has always inspired passionate admirers as well as numerous detractors, with the result that he has
achieved a mythical stature nearly equal to that of the Valkyries and Viking heroes he popularized. There are
few, if any, scholars today who know more about Wagner and his legacy than Geck, who builds upon his
extensive research and considerable knowledge as one of the editors of the Complete Works to offer a
distinctive appraisal of the composer and the operas. Using a wide range of sources, from contemporary
scholars to the composer’s own words, Geck explores key ideas in Wagner’s life and works, while always
keeping the music in the foreground. Geck discusses not only all the major operas, but also several
unfinished operas and even the composer’s early attempts at quasi-Shakespearean drama.

Richard Wagner: A Life in Music is a landmark study of one of music’s most important figures, offering
something new to opera enthusiasts, Wagnerians, and anti-Wagnerians alike.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Obrien:

The e-book with title Richard Wagner: A Life in Music contains a lot of information that you can understand
it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Bryan Foxworth:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or thinking
skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Richard Wagner: A Life in Music can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who
have those short extra time problems.

Kara Navarrete:

This Richard Wagner: A Life in Music is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know
or you who still having little digest in reading this Richard Wagner: A Life in Music can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Ruth Paiz:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Richard Wagner: A Life in Music when you desired it?
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