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Why was the UN a bystander during the Rwandan genocide? Do its sins of omission leave it morally
responsible for the hundreds of thousands of dead? Michael Barnett, who worked at the U.S. Mission to the
United Nations from 1993 to 1994, covered Rwanda for much of the genocide. Based on his first-hand
experiences, archival work, and interviews with many key participants, he reconstructs the history of the
UN's involvement in Rwanda. In the weeks leading up to the genocide, the author documents, the UN was
increasingly aware or had good reason to suspect that Rwanda was a site of crimes against humanity. Yet it
failed to act. In Eyewitness to a Genocide, Barnett argues that its indifference was driven not by
incompetence or cynicism but rather by reasoned choices cradled by moral considerations.

Employing a novel approach to ethics in practice and in relationship to international organizations, Barnett
offers an unsettling possibility: the UN culture recast the ethical commitments of well-intentioned
individuals, arresting any duty to aid at the outset of the genocide. Barnett argues that the UN bears some
moral responsibility for the genocide. Particularly disturbing is his observation that not only did the UN
violate its moral responsibilities, but also that many in New York believed that they were "doing the right
thing" as they did so. Barnett addresses the ways in which the Rwandan genocide raises a warning about this
age of humanitarianism and concludes by asking whether it is possible to build moral institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Lazarus:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and
Rwanda. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda. You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kevin Shepherd:

The book Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda? A number of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Francisco Garcia:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda to
read.

Nicholas Ko:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Eyewitness to a Genocide: The United Nations and Rwanda
as the daily resource information.
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