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online resources and a bibliography for further reading * Includes a table of contents "We have been too often
disappointed by the optimism of the American leaders, both in Vietnam and Washington, to have faith any
longer in the silver linings they find in the darkest clouds...we are mired in a stalemate that could only be
ended by negotiation, not victory." —Walter Cronkite, February 27, 1968 Before the Vietham War, most
Americans would have been hard pressed to locate Vietham on a map. South Vietnamese President Diem’s
regime was extremely unpopular, and war broke out between Communist North Vietnam and South Vietnam
around the end of the 1950s. Kennedy’ s administration tried to prop up the South Vietnamese with training
and assistance, but the South Vietnamese military was feeble. A month before his death, Kennedy signed a
presidential directive withdrawing 1,000 American personnel, and shortly after Kennedy’ s assassination,
new President Lyndon B. Johnson reversed course, instead opting to expand American assistance to South
Vietnam. Over the next few years, the American military commitment to South Vietnam grew dramatically,
and the war effort became both deeper and more complex. The strategy included parallel efforts to strengthen
the economic and political foundations of the South Vietnamese regime, to root out the Viet Cong guerrilla
insurgency in the south, combat the more conventional North Vietnamese Army (NVA) near the
Demilitarized Zone between north and south, and bomb military and industrial targets in North Vietnam
itself. In public, American military officials and members of the Johnson administration stressed their
tactical successes and offered rosy predictions; speaking before the National Press Club in November 1967,
General Westmoreland claimed, “I have never been more encouraged in the four years that | have beenin
Vietnam. We are making real progress...| am absolutely certain that whereas in 1965 the enemy was
winning, today heiscertainly losing.” (New Y ork Times, November 22, 1967). Early in 1968, a massive
coordinated Viet Cong operation - the Tet Offensive - briefly paralyzed American and South Vietnamese
forces across the country, threatening even the American embassy compound in Saigon. With this, the
smiling mask dipped even further, inflaming the burgeoning antiwar movement. Although American
soldiers didn’t lose a battle strategically during the campaign, the Tet Offensive made President Johnson
non-credible and historically unpopular, to the extent that he did not run for reelection in 1968. Nearly 50
years after the campaign, the Tet Offensive continues to inspire impassioned and occasionally bitter debate
among historians, military officers, government officials, veterans, journaists, and the public at large. Was
the large-scale Communist assault a strategic masterstroke that demolished American popular support for the
war effort? Was it a catastrophic misstep that effectively broke the back of the Viet Cong guerrillaforcesin
South Vietnam? Did Tet expose the Johnson administration’ s optimistic pronouncements as a deliberate
pattern of lies and obfuscations designed to mislead the American public about the true nature of the war? Or
did anti-war elements in the news media betray their public trust by mischaracterizing a substantial American
victory as a shocking and catastrophic defeat? In the words of the historian Richard Falk, the Tet Offensive
“remains amirror for restating opposed preconceptions and validating contending ideological biases.” (Falk,
11). Perhaps the only proposition to win universal agreement is that the Tet Offensive represented a
significant turning point. The conflict in Vietham would continue for years after Tet, but it would never be
the same.
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From reader reviews:
John Richey:

A lot of people aways spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read some sort of book. It isrealy funin your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Tet Offensive: The History and Legacy of the Most Famous
Military Campaign of the Vietnam War it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of individuals
who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Dan Gray:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Tet Offensive: The History
and Legacy of the Most Famous Military Campaign of the Vietnam War that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity
for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Tet Offensive: The History and
Legacy of the Most Famous Military Campaign of the Vietham War become your personal starter.

Christine Knox:

Beside thiskind of The Tet Offensive: The History and Legacy of the Most Famous Military Campaign of
the Vietnam War in your phone, it may give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry
if you feel like an outdated people livein narrow town. It is good thing to have The Tet Offensive: The
History and Legacy of the Most Famous Military Campaign of the Vietnam War because this book offersto
you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book aswell asread it from right now!

Regina Hash:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. Aswe
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
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around the world. From the book The Tet Offensive: The History and Legacy of the Most Famous Military
Campaign of the Vietnam War we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative
person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly
be doubt to change your life with this book The Tet Offensive: The History and Legacy of the Most Famous
Military Campaign of the Vietnam War. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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