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Freemasons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias-why did millions of nineteenth-century American men belong
to these and other secret orders? In this engrossing study, Mark C. Carnes argues that fraternal rituals created
a fantasy world antithetical to prevailing religious practices, gender roles, and institutional structures,
offering a male religious counterculture that opposed an increasingly liberal and feminized Protestantism.
"[An] original and compelling study. . . . Making use of anthropology as well as social history, Carnes is
probably the first outsider to take these rituals seriously. . . . Playing the role of a graceful, controlling . . .
guide into these mysteries, Carnes slowly unveils his thesis, which itself has several layers of mystery."-
David Leverentz, New England Quarterly "An imaginative fusion of social and intellectual history. . . .
Carnes's work shows the true depth of nineteenth-century male sexual anxiety and hostility toward women.
In this compelling book, Carnes opens new approaches to the study of gender and helps us better understand
the reorientation of American culture at the turn of the century." -Donald Yacovone, Journal of American
History "This is an important monograph in the field of men's history. . . . This is ambitious
conceptualization-the book is a refreshingly bold statement. . . . I find most of its conclusions accurate."-
Peter N. Stearns, Journal of Ritual Studies "The breadth and thoroughness of this book is impressive. Carnes
draws on the literature of the time, religious history and theology, child rearing and developmental
psychology, women's history and gender studies, and structural and cultural anthropology."-Rosamund
Orde-Powlett, Literary Review
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From reader reviews:

Jess Cooke:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Secret Ritual and
Manhood in Victorian America book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Todd James:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Secret Ritual and
Manhood in Victorian America suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian Americais one of several books
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Marion Richey:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America, you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
reserve.

Helen McClain:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America provide you with a new experience in
looking at a book.
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