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Glory and Agony is the first history of the shifting attitudes toward national sacrifice in Hebrew culture over
the last century. Its point of departure is Zionism's obsessive preoccupation with its haunting "primal scene"
of sacrifice, the near-sacrifice of Isaac, as evidenced in wide-ranging sources from the domains of literature,
art, psychology, philosophy, and politics. By placing these sources in conversation with twentieth-century
thinking on human sacrifice, violence, and martyrdom, this study draws a complex picture that provides
multiple, sometimes contradictory insights into the genesis and gender of national sacrifice.

Extending back over two millennia, this study unearths retellings of biblical and classical narratives of
sacrifice, both enacted and aborted, voluntary and violent, male and female—Isaac, Ishmael, Jephthah's
daughter, Iphigenia, Jesus. Glory and Agony traces the birth of national sacrifice out of the ruins of religious
martyrdom, exposing the sacred underside of Western secularism in Israel as elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish
History and C) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Jacqueline McArdle:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and
National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area,
in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Diane Dockins:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Glory and Agony: Isaac's
Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish History and C) which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Alicia Cain:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Glory and Agony: Isaac's Sacrifice and National Narrative (Stanford Studies in Jewish
History and C) when you desired it?
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