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The typical American family has changed dramatically since the days of "Ozzie and Harriet" and "Father
Knows Best." Double-income families are now the rule, and fathers are much more involved in raising the
children and cleaning house. Reactions to these changes have been diverse, ranging from grave misgivings to
asense of liberation and new possibility. Groups as diverse as Promise Keepers, the Million Man March, and
Robert Bly's mythopoetic men's movement tell us that fathers are important. From the fundamentalist right to
the feminist left, opinions about the changing nature of the family--and the consequent rethinking of gender
roles--have been vehement, if not always very well-founded.

In Family Man, sociologist Scott Coltrane brings awealth of compelling evidence to this debate over the
American family. Drawing on his own extensive research and many fascinating interviews, Coltrane
explodes many of the common myths about shared parenting, provides first-hand accounts of men's and
women's feelings in two-job families, and reveals some innovative solutions that couples have developed to
balance job and family commitments. Readers will find an insightful discussion of precisely how and why
family life has changed, what forms it may take in the future, and what new kinds of fathers may be on the
horizon. The author firmly places these questions within a broad contextual framework. He provides, for
instance, an illuminating history of the family that shows that, far from being a fixed structure, the family has
always adapted to changing economic, social, and ideological pressures. And by examining how families
operate in avariety of non-industrial societies, he demonstrates that our own notions of gender-specific work
and parenting roles are culturally rather than biologically determined, and thus inherently flexible. And
indeed these roles are changing. While contemporary American women still perform the bulk of domestic
tasks, Family Man gives us decisive evidence that men are becoming increasingly involved in both
housework and childrearing. Coltrane argues convincingly that this trend will continue. Given the current
economic situation--with two-job households now the norm--and the gradual ideological shift away from
restrictive gender roles, more and more couples will find it both necessary and desirable to share the
workload. More important, Coltrane suggests that as fathers participate more fully in raising their children
and performing traditionally female household tasks, men will themselves be transformed by the experience
in profoundly positive ways and American society as awhole will move closer to true gender equity.

Family Man succeeds brilliantly in bringing clarity, perspective, and above all hope to a discussion that istoo
often shrill, chaotic, and beset with the rhetoric of nostalgia. It shows us not only exactly where the family is
today, but where it has been and what it may become.
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From reader reviews:
Micheal Clothier:

The book Family Man: Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
Y ou may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining abook Family Man:
Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you
like wide open and read a book Family Man: Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Heather Jones:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Family Man: Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
Family Man: Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity content conveys the thought easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different asit. So, do you
still thinking Family Man: Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Carol Hamilton:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading aguide will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Family Man: Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Daphne Jones:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring usto around the world. Through the book
Family Man: Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity we can consider more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that
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suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Family Man: Fatherhood,
Housework, and Gender Equity. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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